NHTA minutes – February 5, 2009  



Recorder: Harry Costick

Present:  Kurt Dossin, Jim Heald, Beverly Cray, Jim Sudak, Barbara Brill, Lisa Paquette, Sharon Reynolds, Rad Nichols, Sarah Porter, Mickey McIver, Scott Bogle, Ken Hazeltine, Shelley Winters, Roberta Berner, Van Chesnut, Bev Raymond, Rebecca Harris, Lee Maloney, Carey Roessell
Minutes of January meeting approved. 

Legislative update: The legislative committee will be meeting with Curtis at 1:30 for a trip to the State House, to meet with various legislators. Several NHTA members attended the hearing on Senate Bill 136 – “relative to the motor vehicle registration fee supporting a municipal and transportation improvement fund”. In short the effort is to change the registration fee from $5 to $25.A few NHTA members testified in favor of the bill. NH Motor Transport was against the fee going into the highway fund and had concerns on the exceptions noted in the bill. Curtis is looking into the constitutional side of it. An increase of a dollar or two could triple our operating assistance. The funds are used for various “transportation” pieces. Ken attended the hearing on Senator Carson’s bill -SB 71- “establishing a commission to study the feasibility of regional transit”. The duplication of what the SCC is already doing was a concern. The bill suggests that there be 15 members on the commission, 5 of which are active SCC members. “Paring “those 5 away from SCC would take away from what the SCC is doing. Curtis was in the process of possibly reworking some of the wording. 

Curtis asked that all members work with their local legislative contacts, and to forward those contacts to him or Van. Van distributed a list of “talking points” to be discussed during the visit to the State House. 
The Federal Stimulus package contains several amendments and is currently at $800 billion plus. 8 billion is for pubic transit- would be put into formula programs. 600 million for 5311, 3.5 million for NH. The 8 billion designated, became 1 to 2 billion. CTAA put out a legislative alert to contact senators to not restrict 5311 for capital.

There was discussion around the stimulus package and concerns about what is “around the corner”. Shelly stated that once the bill is passed it will be a quick turnaround. The capital request list has been prioritized. Within 90 days, 50% of the stimulus dollars must be under contract (capital needs / buses), if not the money will be taken back. Stimulus money is 100%. Mickey stated that Mill Millar and Dale Marsico are on a panel at the NEPTA expo in March, to discuss the stimulus plan.  
DOT update:  The governor’s budget will be presented next week sometime. Shelly went through a list of budget numbers from 2007 through 2011. ( I did not get the entire list, you may contact Shelley for all the numbers ). The FTA review went well; one main issue was the lack of sub recipients visits – reviews. There will be 5311 reviews in the future, 2 this year and 3 next year. Notice is out for 5304 planning grant funds, deadline is March 3. By next week JARC and New Freedom applications will be out. A “Grant Workshop” will be held Monday, February 23rd at the DOT office in Concord. Notice will be sent out regarding the times. This will be a half day session covering, “who’s eligible, where do I go for help, etc. “  
With the new governor and council process, Lori must now turn around contracts “quickly”. 

Joan Clinton sent out a letter to all regarding Green commute week. This coincides with National Transit Week this year, Lee M. stated that she is involved in the project, so it was felt that perhaps this should be and agenda topic at next months meeting.

DHHS / SCC update: Patrick was not in attendance at this meeting, therefore no immediate update from him. Ken did attend the SCC retreat and stated that it was a “frustrating” day. The border issues are still on the fore front. It was noted that the RCC’s have no legal standings on legislation at this point. RPC’s must be used to make all decisions for RCC’s.
New Business:  There was some discussion about the creation of a “mobility manager “for each RCC region. It was felt this could possibly be a seminar/training topic in the future; also it will be discussed at a future SCC meeting to see if this position should be put in place. 
Old Business: A Seminar committee update was presented by Sarah P. A handout was distributed to members. The handout contained proposed technology seminar ideas for the future. Other topics / ideas for training seminars were; Maintenance issues – A/C systems, new equipment, new emissions standards and equipment; Best practices in given topic or areas from various states that have had similar experiences in the transit industry. 
Two seminar topics that stood out were; Mobility Manger Training and IT- what is coming, what does SCC need. Members voted unanimously in favor of both of this being implemented in the very near future. 
Next meeting:   March 5, 2009
Meeting adjourned.
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