NHTA minutes – January 7, 2010  




Recorder: Harry Costick

Present – Shelley Winters, Patrick Herlihy, Ken Hazeltine,  Van Chesnut, Lisa Paquette, Barbara Brill, Patricia Crocker, Rebecca Harris,  Roberta Berner, Fred Roberge, Dianne Smith, Bev Raymond, Mike Whitten, Sarah Porter
Minutes of December 3rd meeting approved.

Legislative update: HB 186 is coming back for the 3rd time. No meeting has been arraigned as of yet with the commissioner. SB 321 hearing date has not been scheduled yet, but should be coming soon. The bill was introduced by Senator D’Allesandro. There is bipartisan support. Reauthorization bill is still in the air. CTAA has is forming an alliance for Transit Operating Assistance. This topic will be discussed further at the next meeting.

DOT update: The RFP for the east / west bus service has not yet been released. The RFP will involve 2010 CMAQ funding.  The RTAP - RFP is  ready to be released, possibly in April. DOT is hoping for a July 1 start of contract. Shelly reminded members that documentation regarding ARRA funds is critical. 
Shelly recently went to DC and had met with Peggy Griffin. Her discussion with her was about 5311 service and the Demand Response / Deviated Service routes. Peggy stated that regarding ADA, demand response service should not look like a fixed route system. Riders should not have to call in for a public transit ride. There was much discussion on this topic, resulting in a decision to perhaps have Peggy Griffin attend a future NHTA meeting or have a training session on this subject.
A question posed to Shelly was “should volunteer drivers be able to attend DOT trainings? “. Shelly will research this.

Around the end of January, the intercity applications will come out; they will get first review by DOT. Then that will in turn tell us how much will be left for rurals – possibly 15%?  The Concord to Manchester connectivity is a priority. The rest will come after that, 5310, etc. The DOT has combined the programs so that there is only one application to cover all. There are 5 or 6 RCC’s formed or in formation right now. It may be favorable to those established, to receive funding first. 

There is a “grants” workshop being set up, probably a 2 hour session, targeting an overview for new applicants. No date has been set.
Providers were urged to draw down their operating funds that they are not lost. 
The new DBE lead person will be scheduled for a future meeting so that all know who he is and he will speak briefly on the DBE program.

DHHS Update:  The SCC sub committee “Alternative Solutions” has met and looked at the Vermont Medicaid Systems, the outcome will be a presentation January 14th on this at GSIL @ 1:30, given by HBSS.
Two RCC applications (the 4th and 5th RCC’s) are being looked at; the Grafton / Coos Counties and  “ACT” in the southeast region. Belknap – Merrimack will have their kick off next week.  

New Business: Ken noted that there was discussion of interim rules on the elimination of transportation for Personal Care Service Providers (PCSP). He may have more information on this soon.
Old Business:  Mike W. said that the Technology Training Committee was supposed to wrap things up today but “chair” -  Lee M. was not present. They will be ready for the February meeting. 
Meeting Adjourned.
Next meeting:   February 4, 2010. 
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