NHTA minutes – January 8, 2009  



Recorder: Harry Costick

Present:  Mickey McIver, Ken Hazeltine,  Patrick Herlihy, Lisa Paquette, Van Chesnut, Beverly Cray, Lee Maloney, Rebecca Harris, Rad Nichols, Sarah Porter, Roberta Berner, Curtis Barry.

Minutes of December meeting approved. 

DOT update:  DOT staff not present.
DHHS / SCC update: Patrick gave a brief summary of the Transportation Summit held last month. The next steps are in the planning stage. A retreat is being planned (Jan 30 or Feb 4) to address this, possibly facilitated by Will Rodman. On January 20th the commissioners will be meeting on this matter as well. The NEMT final rule recently sent out, seems very convoluted and is being sent to legal for review. There are still a lot of questions to be answered. 
New Business:  The upcoming “stimulus package” was discussed. Kit had distributed a spreadsheet showing the public transit provider’s capital “wish list”. Ken stated that GSIL had submitted a project but was not on the spreadsheet. Kit’s response was that it was just for “public transit”. The concern was that 5310 providers were not being included in the package. Members felt that perhaps this should be addressed. A letter on behalf of the NHTA members regarding this will be composed and sent to Kit. The question was asked by Rad if NHTA could forward our own list to the “Feds” rather than go through the DOT ? Members were encouraged to forward their concerns to him and he would work on a letter with Van. Lee also suggested that perhaps the spreadsheet could be translated into how many jobs the list might create……if that would be possible. Ken stated that he would draft some wording and forward it to Harry and Van. A deadline of January 16th was imposed to get information to Van.
Old Business:  Ways to generate revenue was the next topic of discussion. We need to come up with some “concrete” ideas on seminars. The sub committee has not met up to this point. A committee meeting was set up and scheduled for Friday at 1:00 - January 16th at Easter Seals office in Concord. Lee felt that several committees should be formed to address all of NHTA issues. She stated that she has been associated with the “Women’s Transportation Seminar” (WTS) in Mass. Jackie Wilkins- a name put forth by Lee-  is a contact there that Lee will invite to a future NHTA meeting to discuss the whole “committee” formation planning.
Legislative update: Curtis reviewed the stimulus package discussion earlier on in the meeting. Questions that arose were; should the request go to the DOT or the house delegation? Can it be included with the DOT backing? The responses to these were that the letter should be worded stating that we (NHTA) are working with the DOT on this package and the letter should be CC’d to the delegation. 

The governor’s budget address is tentatively scheduled for February 11th or 12th.

The legislative committee (and anyone wishing to be on that committee) will meet with Curtis directly after NHTA meeting on February 5th, and will then go to the state house to meet with legislators. Discussion will be on budget concerns. Curtis felt a statement should be prepared in case of a cut; to address what the impact will be to providers. Curtis will get a draft out to members prior to the February 5th meeting. It was felt that the DOT should make the state operating assistance a priority for budget proposal.
Curtis passed around a list of H & S bills, one that stood out and was discussed, was Bill 864 – “relative to the surcharge on car registrations”. This topic has been discussed at previous meetings. This has worked as a warrant article in some towns, and has not worked in others. The language must be very specific. It was asked why this could not be done on the state level? Curtis is researching the bill. An amendment could possibly be added to it- the constitutionality is in question.
Other business: Rad felt that it might be a good idea to put something in a major newspaper showing the increases in rider ship on transit systems through out the state, for perhaps the last 3 months – Oct, Nov. & Dec. Most all systems have seen a spike in those months. Rad will draft something and send it out for review.

 Mickey distributed a flyer for the upcoming NEPTA Expo in March. Also thought it might be a good idea to put a link to them on our website, and our link on their website. 

Next meeting:   February 5th, 2009 ----- Legislative committee to meet with Curtis at 12:00

Meeting adjourned
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