NHTA minutes – March 5, 2009  



Recorder: Harry Costick

Present:   Jim Heald,  Jim Sudak, Barbara Brill, Lisa Paquette, Rad Nichols,  Mickey McIver,  Ken Hazeltine, Shelley Winters, Roberta Berner, Van Chesnut, Bev Raymond, Lee Maloney, Carey Roessell, Patrick Herlihy, Nate Miller

Minutes of February meeting approved. 

Legislative update: Curtis was not in attendance today. The gas tax bill and the registration bill have “gone down “ in the house. Van gave a brief update on the legislative committee meeting with legislators last month. The meetings went well, NHTA representatives brought up good points and concerns were heard. The sense from the legislators is that it is shaping up to be a complicated process this year on the budget. Bill 186 is on the SCC meeting agenda later this afternoon. Bill 664 has passed out of the house, lot of sponsors for the bill, but the governor is against it. Curtis has thought of putting a local transit caucus together within the next couple of weeks to address some of these issues. There are currently 3 public hearings on regional transit issues, scheduled. 
Stimulus plan update; 5311-$5.2 million, 5307- $7.4 million, nothing official on this yet. 

Mickey stated that a very small portion of the state has public transit service, which this revenue is targeted for. The state needs to help the 5310 providers, which cover the entire state, “It is a mistake for the state and feds to not address this issue”, quoted from Mickey.

DOT update:  Shelley noted that an appropriations draft has been put together for the Stimulus money coming to the state for 5311 and 5307 projects. Letters will be going out soon on what is approved and revisions based on requests made earlier. 5311 and 5307 grants are due very soon. Stimulus projects will be moved to “the top of the pile” in the G&C process according to the DOT stimulus spokesperson. A lot is still unclear as to how the whole process will work for projects to get going. 5304 applications were due last week, there were 9 requests for $300,000. The request dollars were for way more than what is available – approximately $92,000 available. Intercity applications are due March 16 – 5 inquiries, and 5311 & 5317 are due March 13. Question was asked if 5310’s could apply for the “discretionary grant (earmark - $475,000)” ? Shelley was not sure and would have to look into it.  
RTAP meeting will be held next month prior to NHTA meeting, time frames will be determined. Possibly run RTAP from 9:00 am to 11:00 am , then NHTA 11:00 to 1:00 .  One agenda item will be an RFP for the committee to review regarding putting RTAP out to bid.  
DHHS / SCC update: Patrick gave a brief review of the upcoming SCC meeting agenda for this afternoon; The role of the RPC’s in relation to the RCC, which have no legal status at this point. The attorney general’s office states that the RCC can fall under the RPC umbrella, so an MOU between the SCC’s and RPC’s must be created. The RPC’s want to revisit the boundary issues due to their involvement. United We Ride funding of approximately $140,000 will put towards the hiring of a mobility manager for the SCC. The ITT system and RFP process is also on the agenda. A list of “barriers” will also be discussed at the SCC meeting.
There were 10 BEAS applications filed, which Patrick will be reviewing. 
Old Business: Planning for the annual meeting was discussed. There may need to be a date change for this due to the conflict with the CTAA expo dates. The meeting may not be as 
“large “ scale as it has been in the past. The possibility of holding it at Horseshoe Pond will be looked into. Further discussion on the meeting will be moved to next month’s agenda.

New Business:: National Transit week (May 10 thru 15) events were discussed, Lee gave an overview of the weeks events and what could potentially be held state wide. There will be a proclamation to recognize all that participate.  Friday of that week (May 15) will be recognized as “Bike to Work Day”. Many communities will be holding events and transit providers were encouraged to participate, several have plans to do so. Members are directed to contact Lee if they plan to participate.  It was felt that the transit providers should coordinate a specific day that week for service. Suggestion was for riders to donate a food item to ride the bus, which in turn would be donated to a local community kitchen or some similar type of organization. Also shopping bag handouts are being considered, with a related logo on them, pricing is being researched by a couple of members. The consensus was that Wednesday, May13 be recognized as that specific day for transit. Motion was made by Mickey for “NHTA to promote Green Commute Week by providing ride incentives on Wednesday, May 13, 2009” . Ken made a second to that motion, which was unanimously approved by member vote. The phrase of “Ride the Bus Over the Hump”  may be used as a marketing piece…….. Discussion will continue at next month’s meeting.
Next meeting:   April 2, 2009. RTAP will be held prior to NHTA meeting


RTAP will run from 9:00  to 11:00 , NHTA – 11:00 to 12:00.

Meeting adjourned.
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