NHTA minutes – September 3, 2009  




Recorder: Harry Costick

Present – Bev Raymond, Jim Sudak, Jim Heald,  Patrick Herlihy, Ken Hazeltine, Shelley Winters, 

Van Chesnut, Curtis Barry, Lisa Paquette, Barbara Brill, Ken Brewer, Kim Hawkins, Patricia Crocker, Todd Schoenbock, Himanshu B.
Minutes of August meeting approved.
Legislative update: Legislative committee meeting is scheduled today, directly following NHTA meeting, at Curtis Barry’s Office downtown. This meeting will be an organizational meeting on what direction we will be headed, legislative wise. Thoughts and ideas for this were requested from members. Ken once again stated that a meeting should be planned with the DOT commissioner at least once or twice a year, and maybe one with the DHHS commissioner as well.
A note from Kit - a finance committee has been established – their focus right now is on highways and bridges. He felt that perhaps transportation should be on the agenda at their meetings. Kit also reminded everyone about the GACIT hearings – previous mail sent out regarding this. Harry will resend the schedule for the hearings. 
DOT update: Shelly distributed a bag of updated National RTAP training material to the 5311 & 5307 providers. 
Follow up discussion of the future ARRA funds continued at this meeting. DOT still needs a stand from NHTA members as a whole, as to what they would like to use the money for. It appears that operating funds from this may not be an option; primary target is capital needs (not buses). Shelly will discuss the operating option with Kit and get back to us. There may be a quick turn around of these funds so DOT needs an answer very soon from NHTA.

Also stated by Kit - rail stimulus projects continue to come in and there should be word on the UWR grant by the end of September. 
DHHS Update:  SCC meeting today at 1:30 @ GSIL office. On the agenda will be recognition of 2 regions forming RCC’s. At this time there are 3 regions on board; Sullivan county, Manchester and Nashua regions. Other regions are planning kick off meetings. Cheshire county and Belknap county are the only two regions not on board yet. The Medicaid “direction “meeting was postponed last month. The day after Labor Day is scheduled for meeting on the legislation regarding the SCC. Sonke is applying to the Endowment for Health & AARP for funding to build a coalition to address transportation within the state. Van has written a letter of support on behalf of NHTA, as well as GSIL and DHHS. 
Old Business: Van gave a brief update on financials, at this time we have enough money to carry us through for several months, but not enough to get through the full year. 
The position of Vice Chair is still open. It was explained that one of the duties is to chair meetings when Van Is not available and essentially take on their own initiatives- there is no “job description “ for the position. Bev R. volunteered to take on the position. Ken made a motion to accept, Barbara gave a second to the motion. Vote was unanimous to accept Bev Raymond as Vice Chair. Bev has now left the position of Treasurer open; this will be on the agenda for the October meeting.
Reminder to members on the Tri-State Transit Conference is next week.
Once again the topic of the upcoming ARRA funds was on the table.

A consensus from all providers was that most would want capital equipment – but there were no specifics- a few wanted operating money. 
Homashu from HBSS – gave an overview of an on line / web based “community forum” that could be run and driven by NHTA- to communicate through forums, blogs, etc - real time discussion. 
HBSS was selected by FTA to run this program in the New England area. There could possibly be 3-5 years of hosting cost - at a minimal price. 

It was felt by the members that perhaps a full demonstration of this would be in order. It will be arranged for a presentation at the Tri-State Conference NHTA meeting scheduled for Friday, September 11th. A suggestion was made that this should be brought to the SCC chair also. 
Getting back to ARRA – possible operating funds – Shelly asked “what match money has every provider lost – community dollars, etc ?” Perhaps everyone should compile this information and propose it to DOT for consideration of getting ARRA money to cover those losses in operating dollars.

Meeting Adjourned.


Next meeting:   October 1, 2009
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